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THE GOVFRNMENT is still not tclling
everything that could be told about Francis
Gary Powers and his flight over Russia in
the U-2. Powers’ appearance before the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee, added little
to the public record and had the earmarks
jof a carefully rehearsed performance.

The one thing of importance that de-
veloped was , the complcte_exoneration of
Powers. The Central Intelligence Agency
, now says that he followed instructions to the
letter in everything he did. Those instruc-
,tions included an injunction to U-2 pilols,
if captured, to “adopt a co-operative atti-
tude toward their captors.”

The CIA leaves no altcrnative but to ac-
cept this explanatlon But since ‘it is the
key to public understanding of Powers’ role,
why wasn’ 't the cxplanatxon m'lde long age?
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Tor neat]y two ycars the controve1 sy has
raged over what Powers should have done.
His capture and trial were embarrassing and
damaging to U.S. policy and prestige. There-
fore, by strcet-corner judgment, he should
have resisted capture, possibly even to
the point of destroying himself as well as
his plane.

In the circumstances, his total absolution
comes as something of a surprise. The total
blame for the U-2 flaqmerforcc falls
on the CIA rather than'on its employe.

To make doubly sure, the CIA spciled
out Powers’ instructions in considerable Je-
tail. He was to “surrender without resist-
ance” if capturc appeared imminent. He was

\{ree to lell the full truth” about his mis-
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sion except for certain spec1fxcat10ns of his
aircraft. There were “no instructions that
he should commit suicide and no expectation
that he would do so” unless he were sub-'
jected to unbearable torture.

His interrogation by the Senate conmmit-|
tee also produced an explanation as to why
he fuiled to destroy the plane: He couldn’t,
because of its spin after it was damaged by
the Russian rocket. And he had an answer
when asked why he had told the Russians
he was sorry for what he had done. He was
sorry, all right, but in a different way than
he led the Russians to believe, he said.

"The upshot of all this is that we must
now believe one of two things: Either Powers.
is wholly inthe clear and served his country
well us a skilled pilot, or the CIA is com-
pounding all of its previous errors in the
U-2 incident by perpetrating a monstrous
houx on the American people.

The CIA is not in business to ‘tell the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the:
truth, cven to the American people whom
it serves. That much we know. But we can-
not believe it would protect Powers at this
point il Rowers had not proved worthy of
protection.

Hu CTA gets no visible gain from,cLL.u-
1nn Pu\\ers In fact, the exact contrary is
AT gets a Rlack mark for _Wwithholding
for so ]on" the facts about is original in-
stitictions. 1f Powers’ captors were entitled
to hear “the full truth” about his mission,

surely“the American people were entitle
te cqual consideration. . '
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